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Abstract 
Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCA) change seasonally.  The RCA boundaries shown 
here are the most consistently protected for 2005.  The map shows the smallest extent of 
restricted area for the year.  In these areas, the described method of groundfish harvest is 
prohibited year round.  The overlapping area shows locations where all methods of 
groundfish harvest are prohibited and thus closely resemble Marine Protected Areas 
(MPA), at least for the duration of the regulation. 

Map 14.  Rockfish Conservation Areas (2005)  - Central Coast Study Region
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Rockfish Conservation Area Extents      
The most consistently protectect RCA's are used to show areas closed to fishing (groundfish) all year       
 http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/1sustfsh/groundfish/gConservAreas/      
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mrd/bfregs2005.html      
updated May 4, 2005      
      
Units = Nautical Miles2      
 Regional Area: Regional % Cover:  

Description of Closure area: EEZ State 
MLPA 
CenCal State 

MLPA 
CenCal 

Total Size for each entire Area (EEZ, State, MLPA Central Study Region) >>>  166752.6 3974.2 865.4     
      
Trawl RCA 42º 00' - 38º 00' (100 - 200fm) 582.9 5.4 0 0.1% 0.0% 
Trawl RCA 38º 00' - 34º 27' (100 - 150fm) 302.2 34.3 34.3 0.9% 4.0% 
Trawl RCA 34º 27' - U.S. / Mexico Border (mainland = 100 - 150fm / islands = shoreline - 150fm) 1252.5 661.9 0 16.7% 0.0% 
Sum of all Trawl RCA  2137.6 701.6 34.3 17.7% 4.0% 
Non-Trawl RCA 42º 00' - 40º 10' (30 - 100fm) 758.3 65.4 0 1.6% 0.0% 
Non-Trawl RCA 40º 10' - 34º 27' (30 - 150fm) 3486.2 644.2 326.7 16.2% 37.8% 
Non-Trawl RCA 34º 27' - U.S. / Mexico Border (60 - 150fm) 937.7 227 0 5.7% 0.0% 
Sum of all Non-Trawl RCA  5182.2 936.6 326.7 23.6% 37.8% 
Recreational closure (>30fm from 42º 00’ to 40º 10’ / to 3nm)  N/A 72.1 0 1.8% 0.0% 
Recreational closure (>20fm from  40º 10’ to 36º 00’ / to 3nm)  N/A 794.5 322.2 20.0% 37.2% 
Recreational closure (>40fm from  36º 00’ to 34º 27’ / to 3nm)  N/A 70.9 70.9 1.8% 8.2% 
Recreational closure (>60fm from  34º 27’ to U.S./Mexico border including >20fm closure in CCA / to 3nm) N/A 591.9 0 14.9% 0.0% 
Sum of Recreational Closures  N/A 1529.4 393.1 38.5% 45.4% 
CCA (>20fm closure within CCA boundary) 3960 135.2 0 3.4% 0.0% 
RCA and recreational closure overlap of all modes N/A 193 34.3 4.9% 4.0% 

 
 


